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D e a r  S i r s :  

T h e  c h a n g e s  y o u  h a v e  p r o p o s e d  w i l l  n o t  h e l p  
t h e  TV p r o g r a m s  - w e .  a t  p r e s e n t ,  r e c e i v e  
s e v e n  ( 7 )  m i n u t e s  p e r  h a l f  h o u r  o f  s u b j e c t  
m a t t e r  a n d  t h e  l o u d  c o m m e r c i a l s  c a n  d e a f e n  
o n e s  e a r s .  

We r e a l i z e  t h i s  p r o g r a m m i n g  i s  f r e e ,  b u t  
t h e r e  is n o  r e a s o n  t o  e n l a r g e  t h e  v a r i o u s  
1 'V  c h a n n e l s  or  c o m b i n e  t h e m  - i t  w i l l  o n l y  
h e c o m e  w o r s e .  T h e  a m o u n t  o f  m o n e y  r e c e i v e d  
b y  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t a t i o n s  is  a s t r o n o m i c a l .  
Money  s h o u l d  n o t  h e  t h e  o n l y  f a c t o r .  

V e r y  t r u l y  y o u r s ,  

<I-- B e t h  H .  P r i n t z  



GLORIA GRAY CHECKLEY 
1 I45 WIGHTMAN STREET 

P ITTSBURGH.  PENNSYLVANIA 15217 @-2 9l 
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May 7,2003 

The Honorable  M i c h a e l  K.  Powel1,Chairman 
F e d e r a l  Communicat ions Commission 
445 1 2 t h  S t r e e t ,  SW 
Washington ,  D . C .  2 0 5 5 4  

SUNSHINE PERIOD 
Dear Mr.Powel1, 

L e t  me i n t r o d u c e  m y s e l f ,  I a m  S . P o l l y  A l l e n ,  I l i v e  & work i n  

B e a u t i f u l  "Lake of  t h e  Ozarks" ,  Mo. 66 y e a r s  o f  a g e .  

I t  h a s  come t o  my a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  t h e  FCC i s  c o n s i d e r i n g  c h a n g e s  

t o  t h e  b r o a d c a s t  r u l e s .  

I am n o t  a TV w a t c h e r  and n e v e r  have  b e e n ,  b u t  mos t  of o u r  

c o u n t r y  r e l i e s  on t h e  media  t o  t e l l  them what  t h e y  a r e  t o o  l a z y  

o r  i g n o r a n t  t o  r e s e a r c h  t o  know t h e  r e a l  t r u t h .  

We have o n l y  t o  l o o k  i n  ou r  p a s t  t o  s e e  how t h e  media  c a n  t a k e  

t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  b e l i e v e s  and c o n v i n c e  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of  t h e  

American p e o p l e  b e l i e v e  t h i n g s  t h e  way t h e  media p u t s  i t ,  

b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  c e l e b r i t i e s .  

It  i s  a v e r y  s a d  S t a t e  of  A f f a i r s  when t h e  more immoral  a p e r s o n  

i s ,  t h e  more American P e o p l e  l o v e  them. Why i s  t h a t ? ? ?  

All of  o u r  b i g  TV s t a t i o n  owners  c o n s t a n t l y  promote t h e s e  p e o p l e .  

P l e a s e ,  c o n s i d e r  t h e s e  f a c t s  v e r y  c a r e f u l l y  b e f o r e  g i v i n g  t h e  

media any  more power.  

Thanking you in advance ,  I r e m a i n ,  

_- 74 & 
(-1 

S . P o l l y  A l l e  
R . R . # 4 ,  Box 4400 
Camdenton,Mo. 65020  



SUNSHINE PERIOD 
Sherry Anapol 

Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: Docket No. 02-277 

Dear FCC Commissioners. 

Don't abandon media safeguards! 

I strongly urge that the FCC abandon its plan to end long-standing and critical safeguards that 
have served as an important "check and balance" system to help ensure diversity ofmedia 
ownership. Under the proposal you are considering, one company in a community will be able to 
own the newspaper, several TV and radio stations, the cable system, and the principal Internet 
access company. There will be fewer owners of networks, stations, and newspapers nationwide. 
This will very badly damage true media diversity and competition. A competitive and diverse 
media is absolutely essential to ensure an informed citizenry and a healthy and vibrant 
democracy. 

Eliminating these last remaining protections of the public trust would constitute a complete 
abandonment of the FCC's mission to ensure that our airwaves, which are owned by all 
Americans, are used in a manner which ensures the diverse range of voices and opinions needed 
in a healthy democracy. Loss of these protections would constitute a huge and unacceptable 
giveaway of public resources and political power to a few large and powerful media companies. 

Further consolidation of the media in the false name of "deregulation" must be halted and in fact 
reversed. TV and radio news in the hands of a handful of profit-driven corporations has 
undermined our democracy more than any other modem force except the high cost of broadcast 
commercials during elections. The media companies have failed in their public trust to provide 
crucial unbiased information to the public about most public issues. Americans depend upon the 
media to bring us information that will allow us to make the informed choices necessary for the 
well-being of our nation and our future. 

As an American concerned about our democracy, I urge you to reject the current proposal to 
abandon the last remaining controls on media consolidation. Instead, I strongly urge you to 
break up the media conglomerates, to open the spectrum to a wide diversity of organizations and 
independent journalists, and to reinstate the Fairness Doctrine. 



Federal Corn tnunica tio tis 

Commission 
445 12'" Street SW 
Washington DC 20554 

L FUNSHINE PERlOg 
4641 Lakeshore Road 
Fort Gratiot, M1. 48 

C omtnis s io tier C opps : 

We are opposed to changes in regulations to allow "horizontal monopolies" 
in  media. Already virtual monopolies thrive under existing regulations. 
We are appalled at the lack of  accountability your commission shows when 
i t  ('veri considers these far reaching changes! We will forward this opinion 
Lo our representatives in [he Senate and the House of  Representatives for 
further review. 

Sincerely, 

O A & U L l  

Virginia Coury 0 

J6hn Coury 



Steven Cutler 
3 10 Riverside Drlve, Apt. 1022 
New York, New York 10025 

smcutlerQrcn.com 
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Federal Communications Commission 

'. 
/ 

- 
Michael C. Copps, 
Commissioner 

Dear Commissioner Copps, 
SUNSHINE PERIOD 

I am deeply troubled by the possibility that you might remove 
restrictions preventing large media conglomerates from devouring 
outlets of every sort in their markets. I would hate to live in a 
country with one voice and one culture - this is not the United 
States I known and love. 

I urge you to postpone the vote for further hearings. 

Yours truly, 
- f * > I  .- -r 

\ '. , 

Steven Cutler 

http://smcutlerQrcn.com


The Honorable Kevin J. Martin 
Commissioner, Federal Communications Commission 
445 1 2 ' ~  Street, SW 
Washington DC 20554 

Dear Sir. SUNSHINE PERIOD 

It would not be in the public interest if only one company refined and 
distributed gasoline. 

It would not serve the people well if only one company manufactured and 
sold one brand of cars. 

Likewise, it would be a major disservice if only one or two corporations 
controlled the distribution and content of the "news." 

Please maintain the current restrictions on the number of newspapers, 
radio stations, and television stations that one corporation can own in 
any one market. 

It would be disastrous to even approach "monopoly ownership" of the 
media. 

Sincerely, 

Fm& Fdx 
KENNETH FOX 
P.O. Box 700 
Wittmann AZ 8536 1 



James Heuer 
1903 NE Hancock St 
Portland. OK 972 12.4562 

!IUN 3 2 ~ 3  
May 27. 2003 

Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
tederal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Washmgton. DC 20554 

GZ-277 
SLI?!SHINE PERIOD 

Re. Preserving competition i n  media 

Commissioner Abernalhy. 

It is niy understanding that the Federal Communications Commission is  considering possible changes to its media 
ownership rules I urge you lo Fully disclose your ideas on this extremely important issue and allow hearings and 
public comment 

Allowing greater concentration and cross-ownership of media will necessarily have a profound impact on Americans' 
access to a wide range o f  news, information, programming and political commentary. A democracy requires a free 
and inquiring press, one in which free enterprise entities compete for "scoops" and the latest real  news^ This i s  one 
great example of where regulation is  necessary to preserve our democratic institutions, even at the expense o f  
"ecoiiomic efficiencv" 

Altering media ownership rules to allow more concentration of ownership wi l l  seriously af fed vigorous public 
debate and the marketplace of ideas Rulemaking o f th is  significance should therefore be open to public comment. 

I also believe that, to stay democratic and free, we need to ensure diversity ofopinion and the free exchange of ideas. 
I t  i s  imperative that there be the widest possible comment on any proposed rule so the Commission may fairly and 
impartially evaluate whether it wi l l  promote or hinder such diversity. 

Once again. I urge you to fully disclose your ideas on this extremely important issue and allow hearings and public 
comment 

Sincerely 

I 

JamesS Heuer 



Marilyn and David Rigler 
622 Western Drive 
Santa Cruz, CA 95060 
831 -423-2505 

62-2 9)  

SUNSHINE PERlOB 

Michael Powell, Commissioner 
445 12th SW, 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear Michael Colin, Commissioner of FCC 

We are writing because we are very concerned about changing the rules and 
regulations of the FCC so that companies can buy up local stations and create a 
monopoly. 

In our diverse society we need to hear news from all sources and if one company 
owns many stations, we will only hear one point of view.We have also read that 
children's educational programs in Los Angeles have been cut in half from 92 to 
47 programs because stations are now owned by one conglomerate. We need to 
retain good educational programs for our young people so that they grow up 
understanding what democracy is and stands for. Please reconsider and do not 
approve removal of regulations. 

Thank you, 

Marilyn and ? David Rigler 



RITA NEAL 

Ephrata, WA 98823 
20 L Street NE 
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May 12, 2003 

Michael K. Powell, Chairman 
Federal Communication Commission 
445 12" st. sw 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

Dear Mr. Powell: 

I am very concerned about the direction this country is going in several different areas. One of my 
concerns is that your commission will vote to remove all restrictions on the number of TV and radio 
stations and newspapers that can be owned by a single corporation. This would be very detrimental 
to our democracy. We need to have a variety of points of view in our media. We can not get the real 
facts about any wrong doing in the media or get an objective point of view, if there is a monopoly 
of ownership. 

Big corporations are becoming so powerful in this country that the interest of the rank and file of 
American citizens does not get much consideration. Unfortunately money plays a tremendously big 
part in what is done in Washington, D.C. 

I urge you and your commission to listen to the voice of the people and not the big corporations 
whose main interest seems to be the bottom line. 

Sincerely, 



-7 7 

Mrs Charlolle hkardseii 
P 0 BOY 172 

Frankliii, NC 28144 



Columbus, Ohio 43220 
May 19, 2003 

Michael K. Powell, Chairman 
Federal Communication> Commission 
445 12th St., S.61. 
Washington, D . C . , 2 0 5 5 4  

Dear Sir: 

I d i n  very unhappy with radio news choices here in 
Columbus, Ohio due to a change that a Clear Channel 
owned station made this spring. Clear Channel station 
AM1230 stopped broadcasting the four minute CBS National 
Radio News on the hour. They have refused to change 
their decj~sion. 

This leaves Clear Channel station AM630 which does 
have newscasts, but they do more local news coverage 
than national and world news. 

This situation is disturbing to me when I know the 
CBS radio news is out there. 

Can y o u  request Clear Channel to set aside four minutes 
an hour for the CBS news? They have no news now on 
AM1230.  It's all sports, seems like dumbing down America 
to me. 

There are over a million people in Central Ohio. 

Also  none of the stations in central Ohio carry the 
President's Saturday radio cast, or the Democrat 
response. This includes the NPR stati~on which refuses 
to carry it. 

I would greatly appreciate knowing your response to 
these problems. 

Thank you, 

Yours very t r u l y ,  

' i 
Gordon P. Voelker 


